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Vocabulary to Know
Don’t try to memorize these words. As you read the lesson, refer back to them. Write down any ques-

tions you may have.

Element–a pure substance that is made of one type of atom and can’t be changed by chemical 
means. Elements have their own formulas which are found in the periodic table.

Atom–An atom is the defining structure of an element, which cannot be broken by any chemical 
means. A typical atom consists of a nucleus of protons and neutron with electrons.

Molecule–a stable particle made of two or more atoms. A water molecule (H2O) is made of two 
hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom.

Product–a substance that is formed in a chemical reaction.

Reactant–a substance that takes part in a chemical reaction.

Coefficient–a number that multiplies a term in an equation.
•	 In	a	chemical	equation,	the	coefficients	indicate	the	number	of	each	type	of	molecule.	For	

example, 6H20 means that there are six water molecules.
Subscript–a number in a chemical formula representing the number of atoms of a particular element 

in one molecule of the compound.
•	 For example, the subscript “2” in H2O indicates that there are two hydrogen atoms in a water 

molecule. 
Combination–a chemical reaction in which two or more reactants form a single product.
•	 Combination	reactions	are	also	called	synthesis	reactions.	
•	 For example, hydrogen (H2) combines with oxygen (O2) to form water (H2O). 

Compound–a pure substance composed of two or more elements chemically combined.
•	 A	compound	can	be	described	by	a	chemical formula such as NaCl or H2O.

Periodic Table–a table of the chemical elements arranged in order of atomic number, ususally in 
rows, so that elements with similar atomic structure appear in vertical columns.

“Science is a way 
of thinking much 
more than a body of 
knowledge.”

 —Carl Sagan
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Introduction to the Periodic Table
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ASSIGNMENT 1

DIRECTIONS
Use the Periodic Table to answer the 

following questions.

1. What is the atomic number of:
Calcium __________
Iron	__________
Gold __________
Uranium __________

2. What is the Atomic mass of:
Calcium __________
Iron	__________
Uranium __________
Copper __________

3. How many protons do the following have?
Calcium __________
Gold __________
Copper __________
Iron	__________

4. How many electrons do the following 
have?
Gold __________
Iron	__________
Copper __________
Uranium __________

5. Does mercury have more protons and 
electrons than tin? ___________

6. Is mercury a heavier element than tin?
 _________________________________

7. Does potassium have more electrons than 
neon? _______________________________

8. Does hydrogen have more electrons than 
Uranium? ____________________________

9. Which has more protons—sulfur or iodine?
 _______________________________________

10. Write the symbols or the names for each 
of these elements:
Chlorine
Copper 
Potassium 
Silver 
Na 
Sn
Zn
Helium 
Iron
P
Ne
Mercury
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ASSIGNMENT 2
Chemistry is the study of matter. Scientists 

define matter as anything that has mass and 
takes up space. Matter is made up of extremely 
tiny particles called atoms and molecules. At-
oms and molecules make up the three common 
states of matter on Earth—solids, liquids, and 
gases. Being a solid, liquid, or gas is a property 
of a substance. 

Matter can go through a physical change. 
When atoms and molecules speed up or slow 
down the substance can change from liquid to 
gas or to a solid—this is a physical change. When 
a substance is dissolved by water or some other 
solvent, a new substance has not really been 
formed. The ions or molecules can still come 
back together to form the original substance. 

In	a	chemical change, the atoms in the reac-
tants rearrange themselves and bond together 
differently to form one or more new products 
with different characteristics than the reactants. 
When a new substance is formed, the change is 
called a chemical change.

You may not have realized it but chemistry 
takes place in your kitchen whenever you bake. 
Mix some flour, milk, butter, sugar, baking pow-
der, and an egg in a bowl; add some heat from 
the oven, and the transformation from a soupy 
mix to a cake is chemistry at work. A chemical 
reaction has occurred!

Matter can neither be created nor destroyed. 
When elements or compounds enter into a 
chemical reaction, the numbers of their atoms 
always remains the same. The resulting product 
may look different, but the same numbers and 
kinds of atoms are still there. This is the law of 
conservation of matter (matter is neither created 
nor destroyed during chemical reactions). Think 
about the unbaked cake verses the baked cake. 
You can also relate this to money. You exchange 
coins for currency. You may walk into a bank with 
20 quarters, 30 dimes, 25 nickels, and 75 pennies 

and walk out with a ten dollar bill. You haven’t 
lost	nor	gained	money.	It	is	the	same	amount,	
but it looks different.

When elements are combined to create a 
chemical reaction, chemical equations are 
created. John Dalton’s atomic theory said that 
chemical reactions basically involve the rear-
rangement of atoms. Even though the atoms are 
rearranged both sides of the chemical equation 
will have the same amount of atoms. These 
equations have to be balanced. The same value 
(amount) has to be on both sides of the equa-
tion. Chemical equations need to follow these 
principles in order to be correct.

When taking the High School Equivalency 
Exam you will have to identify these balanced 
equations. Here is an example of how to balance 
an equation. 

How to balance an equation.

1. Write down your given equation. 
	 For	this	example,	you	will	use:

C3H8 + O2    H2O + CO2

reactants            products

C3H8 + O2    H2O + CO2

      subscript

2. Write down the number of atoms that you 
have on each side of the equation. 

 Look at the subscripts next to each atom to 
find the number of atoms in the equation. 
•	 Left	side:	3	carbon,	8	hydrogen	and	2	

oxygen
•	 Right	side:	1	carbon,	2	hydrogen	and	3	

oxygen
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3. Always leave hydrogen and oxygen for 
last. 

 This means that you will need to balance the 
carbon atoms first.

4. Add a coefficient to the single carbon atom 
on the right of the equation to balance it 
with the 3 carbon atoms on the left of the 
equation.

C3H8 + O2    H2O + 3CO2

•	 The coefficient 3 in front of carbon on 
the right side indicates 3 carbon atoms 
just as the subscript 3 on the left side 
indicates 3 carbon atoms.

•	 In	a	chemical	equation,	you	can	change	
coefficients, but you should never alter 
the subscripts.

5. Balance the hydrogen atoms next. 
	 You	have	8	on	the	left	side.	So	you’ll	need	8	

on the right side.

C3H8 + O2    4H2O + 3CO2

•	 On	the	right	side,	you	now	added	
a 4 as the coefficient because the 
subscript showed that you already had 
2 hydrogen atoms.

•	 When	you	multiply	the	coefficient	4	
times by the subscript 2, you end up 
with	8.

6. Balance the oxygen atoms.
•	 Because	you’ve	added	coefficients	to	

the molecules on the right side of the 
equation, the number of oxygen atoms 
has changed. You now have 4 oxygen 
atoms in the water molecule and 6 
oxygen atoms in the carbon dioxide 
molecule. That makes a total of 10 
oxygen atoms.

•	 Add	a	coefficient	of	5	to	the	oxygen	
molecule on the left side of the 
equation. You now have 10 oxygen 
molecules on each side.

C3H8 + 5O2    4H2O + 3CO2

•	 The	carbon,	hydrogen,	and	oxygen	
atoms are balanced. Your equation is 
complete.

DIRECTIONS
Balance the following chemical 

equations.

1. Fe + O2    Fe3O4

2. Sr + O2    SrO

3. Sn + NaOH    Na2SnO2 + H2

4. K + Br2    KBr

5. C8H18 + O2    CO2 + H2O

6. Sb + I2    SbI3

7. COCl2 + H2O    HCl + CO2

8. CS2 + O2    CO2 + SO2
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9. H2SO4 = NaCN    HCN + Na2SO4

10. KClO3    KCl + O2

11. H2 + F2    HF

12. BaCl2 + KIO3    Ba(IO3)2 + KCl

13. Mg + HCl    MgCl2 + H2

DIRECTIONS
Answer the following questions.

14. Which of the following is true for balancing 
equations?

A. There must be an equal number of atoms 
of each element on both sides of the 
equation.

B. The number of products should be equal 
to number of reactants.

C. The properties of the products should 
be the same as the properties of the 
reactants.

D. There must be an equal number of 
compounds on both sides of the equation.

15. Which is the next logical step in balancing 
the given equation?

N2 + O2    NO2

A. Place the coefficient 2 in front of oxygen 
and nitrogen dioxide.

B. Place the coefficient 3 in front of oxygen 
and nitrogen dioxide.

C. The equation is already balanced.
D. Change the subscript of the nitrogen 

molecule 1.

16. In this equation, what should be the 
coefficients of the reactants and products?

I2 + O2    I4O9

A. The coefficient of iodine is 2, oxygen is 9, 
and the product is 2

B.	 The	coefficient	of	iodine	I	0,	oxygen	is	4,	
and the product i2

C. The coefficient of iodine is 4, oxygen is 9, 
and the product is 2

D. The coefficient of iodine is 2, oxygen is 9, 
and the product is 1.

17. What is the basic unit of all matter?
A. Neutron
B. Atom
C. Electron
D. Proton
E. Nucleus

18. Water is a colorless and odorless liquid. 
It can exist in solid, liquid, and gas states. 
It boils at 100 degrees C and melts at 0 
degrees C. Which option best describes 
this information?
A. These are the physical properties of water.
B. These are the chemical properties of 

water.
C. These are the physical changes water 

undergoes.
D. These are the chemical changes water 

undergoes.
E. These are the molecular changes water 

undergoes.
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19. Which of the following is an indication that 
a substance has undergone a chemical 
change?
A. No new product has been formed.
B. The color of the substance has not 

changed.
C. The original constitute has not changed.
D. The molecular structure has changed.

20. Which process is a physical change?
A.	 Iron	rusting
B. Milk turning to curd
C. Water boiling
D. Paper burning
E. Hard water staining pipes

21. Which is a chemical change?
A. Water boiling
B. Wood burning
C. Glass breaking
D.	 Ice	melting
E. Molding iron

22. The general chemical equation for cellular 
respiration is shown below.

C6H12O6+602  6OH2O+6C02+energy

 Which statement describes the process in 
the equation?
A. Glucose and oxygen combine to produce 

energy.
B. Glucose and oxygen combine to produce 

water carbon dioxide.
C. Glucose is broken down in the presence 

of oxygen to release energy.
D. Glucose is broken down into water and 

carbon dioxide to store energy.

Vocabulary to Know
Nonfiction–Writing that is based on facts, real 

events, and real people

ASSIGNMENT 3

DIRECTIONS
Read the passage and answer the 

questions that follow.

Structure and Properties of Matter
Everything in our physical world is made of 

matter. Whether it is a synthetic or natural object, 
a bowl of cereal, a bike pump or a torrent of hail, 
it has essential physical properties that define its 
character as matter.

When we use matter or react to it, we think 
about	 it	 in	all	sorts	of	different	ways.	 If	we	are	
playing basketball, we think about where the ball 
is going to go in physical space and how we can 
control	it.	If	we	are	making	a	sandwich,	we	think	
about different combinations of flavors and how 
to make the sandwich taste as good as possible 
by	combining	those	flavors.	If	we	are	deciding	
what to in the morning, we think about the visual 
qualities of different clothes, imagining what the 
most appealing combination might be. 

As scientists, we can think about matter in two 
categorical ways. We can think about its physical 
properties, and we can think about its chemical 
properties.

Physical properties have to do with the matter 
itself; chemical properties have to do with how 
the matter exists in relation to the matter around 
it.

In	the	case	of,	say,	a	basketball,	as	scientists,	
we might think about properties like its appear-
ance (round, knobby texture, orange color), 
buoyancy (Does it float? Yes.), or conductivity 
(no, it can’t carry an electrical current). Other 
physical properties, some immediately observ-
able and some only discernible under testing, 
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are boiling point, density, ductility, hardness, 
magnetism, malleability, mass, melting point, 
and odor.

These include physical properties we can test 
using just our five senses and properties we test 
more rigorously using scientific tools. We can 
change some of the physical properties of mat-
ter, while others are fixed, unless we alter them 
with	 the	 interference	of	 other	 substances.	For	
instance, we can take a big block of cheddar 
cheese and chop it into tiny pieces, even put 
it in a blender, and turn it into a cheese puree. 
That changes the cheese’s texture, but not its 
color. Also, the cheese still has the same level of 
facility in carrying in carrying electrical current. 
You won’t be able to stretch the cheese like a 
rubber balloon or use it to scratch glass, like a 
diamond. The blended cheese will still have the 
same mass as the original block of cheddar. Put 
it on some nachos and have a snack.

Another category is matter’s chemical proper-
ties. Chemical properties are defined by one kind 
of matter’s reaction to other conditions, or types 
of matter on a chemical level. The product of a 
chemical reaction is irreversible. When wood 
burns in a fire, for instance, it changes from wood 
into ash and smoke. That ash and smoke will 
never be wood again.

You can usually tell when a chemical change 
is taking place because there will be a telltale 
signal.	If	a	substance	is	changing	color,	giving	off	
heart, foaming, fizzing, or bubbling, or produc-
ing sound or new light, it’s probably undergoing 
some kind of chemical reaction!

Next time you’re watching fireworks, take a sec-
ond to appreciate how many chemical changes 
and reactions are taking place moment by mo-
ment, one right after the other-sometimes right 
on top of one another. While we can appreciate 
that chemical changes are always happening 
all around us, it’s fascinating to see a display 
of chemical change that’s designed to express 
itself so dramatically!

Fireworks	are	a	unique	art	form	based	on	ma-
nipulating the changing chemical properties in 
reactive matter. Chemists who design fireworks 
have the fun job of creating exciting-looking-
and—sounding chemical reactions between 
substances. Their first priority is safety, of course. 
Firework	 specialists,	 or	 pyrotechnicians,	 are	
responsible for unleashing those reactions in 
a carefully choreographed sequence, specially 
designed to make the show as tense and excit-
ing as possible.

One thing all matter has in common is that 
its basic building block is the atom. Raisins are 
made up of atoms. Glass windows and chan-
deliers are made of atoms. Your parents are 
made up of atoms. Leonardo Da Vinci’s painting 
the Mona Lisa is made up of atoms. The air we 
breathe is made of atoms.

Atoms are so tiny that we can’t see them—even 
with the aid of powerful microscopes. Different 
fundamental types of matter—we call them 
elements, and they’re all listed on the Periodic 
Table of the Elements—are made up of atoms 
with different but discrete chemical structures. 
There are about one hundred elements, and 
together those elements compose everything in 
the known physical universe.

Atoms are made up of even smaller compo-
nent structures. Again, there’s no way for us to 
observe these structures physically. That’s what 
sets them apart from the physical properties of 
matter, which, as we know, are discernible to 
our five senses. But those physical properties 
all answer to their basic chemical makeup. The 
buoyancy of raisins in a bowl of cereal isn’t just 
a	random	trait.	It’s	because	the	type	of	atoms	in	
a raisin is constructed to behave in certain ways 
in relation to the atoms around it. 

On the Periodic Table of the Elements, scien-
tists have, over time, placed different essential 
atomic types of matter into different groups, 
based on their atomic or chemical makeup. 
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Those basic materials can combine in practically 
infinite	ways.	It’s	exciting	to	think	about	the	cre-
ative and organic possibilities that matter holds 
for the future.

1. What two categorical ways of thinking 
about matter are discussed in the passage?
A. solid and liquid
B. natural and unnatural
C. physical and chemical
D. beneficial and harmful

2. What is compared and contrasted with 
the physical properties of matter in the 
passage?
A. a painting by Leonardo Da Vinci
B. the Periodic Table of Elements
C. the appearance of a basketball
D. the chemical properties of matter

3. If a substance is producing sound or new 
light, it is probably undergoing a chemical 
reaction. The explosion of fireworks 
produces sound and light.

 Based on this information, what is a likely 
conclusion?
A. The explosion of fireworks is an example 

of a chemical reaction.
B. The explosion of fireworks is an example 

of a physical reaction.
C. Chopping a big block of cheese into 

pieces is an example of a chemical 
reaction.

D. Chopping a big block of cheese into 
pieces creates light.

4. A glass bowl falls on the floor and breaks 
into little pieces. What kind of change has 
taken place?
A. a physical change
B. a chemical change
C. a psychological change
D. a biological change

5. What is the passage mostly about?
A. fireworks
B. matter
C. scientists
D. magnetism

6. Read this sentence: “In	 the	 case	of,	 say,	
a basketball, as scientists, we might think 
about properties like its appearance (round, 
knobby texture, orange color), buoyancy 
(Does	 it	 float?	Yes.),	or	conductivity	 (No.	 It	
can’t carry an electrical current).” What does 
the word “properties” mean above?
A. problems or difficulties
B. increases or expansions
C. qualities or characteristics
D. changes or transformations

7. Choose the answer that best completes 
the sentence below.

 Matter can be thought of in two categorical 
ways, _________, physical and chemical.
A. instead
B. namely
C. earlier
D. later on

DIRECTIONS
Use a separate sheet of paper to 
answer questions 8, 9, and 10.

8. What is an example of a physical property?

9. What is an example of a chemical change?

10. Which is easier to observe, the physical 
or chemical properties of an object?

 Support your answer with evidence from 
the passage.
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ASSIGNMENT 4

DIRECTIONS
Read the passage and answer the 

questions that follow.

Gains of the Great Depression
The following essay is a writer’s final draft of an 

informative essay. 

During the Great Depression, millions of people 
lost jobs, and families struggled to find financial 
footholds.	 It	 lasted	 for	 ten	 years,	 leaving	 very	
strong memories of dramatically dark times. 
Throughout those years, people found new ways 
to cope with the struggles, and interestingly 
enough, new emotions and belief in the ideals of 
America. Everybody kept hope for the future and 
growing more unified and patriotic as a country.

One important effect of the Great Depression 
was how it made people and families resource-
ful. That quality is largely a part of the memoir 
Digging	In,	where	a	man	who	lived	during	the	
Depression talked about his family’s frugalness, 
and how they had to “cut back on everything 
possible” in order to save money. Some of the 
things they had to cut back on included city 
water, selling their car, and discontinuing pur-
chases of toothpaste, toilet paper, and snacks, 
just to name a few. They also “took care of what 
[they] had”, and listed all the ways they used a 
cotton cloth, which included using it as a dish 
cloth, bandage, quilt piece and more. These 
qualities of being frugal and resourceful weren’t 
bad; they taught people to not be wasteful and 
to not spend money on things that aren’t nec-
essary. Being resourceful became a part of life 
during the Depression as a way to help families 
stay financially afloat.

More significantly the Great Depression, in a 
broad sense, brought a sense of patriotism and 
more	unity	as	a	country.	Former	President	Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt enriched his second inaugural 

www.edcite.com

address with these ideals. He said that the great-
est change he had witnessed was the “change 
in the moral climate of America” and that they 
were on the road of progress. Another quote of 
his was “in seeking for economic and political 
progress as a nation, we all go up, or else we all 
go down, as one people.” What Roosevelt was 
implying was if the people wanted their country 
to go in the right direction, they all had to work 
together. Working together wouldn’t be hard, 
due to the entire country’s new sense of belief 
in their country, also known as patriotism. The 
United States’ stronger sense of unity that came 
about during the depression helped citizens work 
through the hard times.

Most importantly, the Depression oddly enough 
brought	a	sense	of	hope.	In	some	cases,	farmers	
had to keep hope for the future and that it would 
bring rain for their crops so they could get money, 
as	a	farmer	had	in	a	poem	called	“Debts.”	In	an	
article about “The New Deal,” on explanation 
was given about how Roosevelt gave the country 
hope by creating many reforms that were aimed 
to “relieve poverty, reduce unemployment, and 
speed economic recovery.” This hope for the 
future gave people something worth living for 
during times when suicide didn’t seem like a 
bad	idea.	Indeed,	this	sense	of	hope	was	a	very	
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important effect that the Great Depression had 
on the people who lived through it.

Even though the Depression devastatingly 
affected tens of millions of people, the way it 
changed	people’s	 outlooks	was	 inspiring.	 In-
stead of tossing a cotton bag in the garbage, 
people learned to be resourceful and used them 
as towels and dish cloths. A stronger sense of 
pride in their country helped them work through 
the hardships together, with patriotism and unity. 
Above all else, without hope for the future, people 
would’ve given up on trying to fix their severely 
wounded economy. These enhanced senses of 
resourcefulness, unity, along with patriotism and 
hope were all ways that the Great Depression 
affected Americans.

1. Which sentence would best replace the 
last sentence in paragraph 1? 
A. Everyone learned the value of being 

resourceful, while also keeping hope for 
the future and growing more unified and 
patriotic as a country.

B. The Great Depression will always be 
remembered as a truly tough time for the 
American people.

C. Thus, Americans actually fared far better 
in the wake of the Great Depression.

2. Select the error (if any) in the sentence 
below.

 These qualities of being frugal and resourceful 
weren’t bad, they taught people not to be 
wasteful and not to spend money on things 
that aren’t necessary. (No change)

DIRECTIONS
Read paragraphs 1 and 2 of the essay 

and answer the question.

3. In Sentence 3 of Paragraph 2, to whom 
does they refer?
A. The American people
B. Writers in the Depression Era
C. The author’s family
D. Citizens of the author’s hometown

4. Select the sentence that should be revised 
for a more clear development of the 
paragraph’s main idea. 

 More significantly the Great Depression, in a 
broad sense, brought a sense of patriotism 
and more unity as a country. (a)Former	
President	 Franklin	 D.	 Roosevelt	 enriched	
his second inaugural address with these 
ideals. He said that the greatest change he 
had witnessed was the “change in the moral 
climate of America” and that they were on 
the road of progress. Another quote of his 
was “in seeking for economic and political 
progress as a nation, we all go up, or else 
we all go down, as one people.” (b)What 
Roosevelt was implying was if the people 
wanted their country to go in the right 
direction, they all had to work together.  
(c)Hard work and cooperation are consistent 
themes in American success stories. (d)The 
United States’ stronger sense of unity that 
came about during the depression helped 
citizens work through the hard times. 



 High School Equivalency in the Community 15 

LESSON 7
Writing

5. Choose the 2 sentences that do not 
support the author’s argument.
A. The Great Depression was a tragedy in 

every way.
B. The Great depression was hard on the 

majority of American families, but was not 
without its positive effects.

C. The sale of American flags and other 
patriotic items sharply declined following 
the Great Depression.

D. The New Deal instilled hope for a positive 
future in the wake of the Great Depression.

ASSIGNMENT 5

DIRECTIONS
Please read the following New 

York Times excerpt and answer the 
questions.

The Great Depression
A Short History of the Great Depression
By Nick Taylor—author of “American-Made” (2008), 

a history of the Works Progress Administration.  

The Great Depression was a worldwide eco-
nomic crisis that in the United States was marked 
by widespread unemployment, near halts in in-
dustrial	production	and	construction,	and	an	89	
percent	decline	in	stock	prices.	It	was	preceded	
by the so-called New Era, a time of low unem-
ployment when general prosperity masked vast 
disparities in income.

The start of the Depression is usually pegged 
to the stock market crash of “Black Tuesday,” 
Oct.	29,	1929,	when	 the	Dow	Jones	 Industrial	
Average fell almost 23 percent and the market 
lost	between	$8	billion	and	$9	billion	 in	value.	
But it was just one in a series of losses during 
a time of extreme market volatility that exposed 
those who had bought stocks “on margin”—with 
borrowed money.

The stock market continued to decline despite 
brief rallies. Unemployment rose and wages fell 
for those who continued to work. The use of 
credit for the purchase of homes, cars, furniture 
and household appliances resulted in foreclo-
sures and repossessions. As consumers lost 
buying power industrial production fell, busi-
nesses failed, and more workers lost their jobs. 
Farmers	were	caught	in	a	depression	of	their	own	
that had extended through much of the 1920s. 
This was caused by the collapse of food prices 
with	the	loss	of	export	markets	after	World	War	I	
and years of drought that were marked by huge 
dust storms that blackened skies at noon and 
scoured the land of topsoil. As city dwellers lost 
their homes, farmers also lost their land and 
equipment to foreclosure.

President Herbert Hoover, a Republican 
and former Commerce secretary, believed the 
government should monitor the economy and 
encourage counter-cyclical spending to ease 
downturns, but not directly intervene. As the 
jobless population grew, he resisted calls from 
Congress, governors, and mayors to combat 
unemployment by financing public service jobs. 

www.edcite.com
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He encouraged the creation of such jobs, but 
said it was up to state and local governments to 
pay for them. He also believed that relieving the 
suffering of the unemployed was solely up to 
local governments and private charities.

By 1932 the unemployment rate had soared 
past 20 percent. Thousands of banks and busi-
nesses had failed. Millions were homeless. Men 
(and women) returned home from fruitless job 
hunts to find their dwellings padlocked and their 
possessions and families turned into the street. 
Many drifted from town to town looking for non-
existent jobs. Many more lived at the edges of 
cities in makeshift shantytowns their residents 
derisively called Hoovervilles. People foraged in 
dumps and garbage cans for food. 

The presidential campaign of 1932 was run 
against	the	backdrop	of	the	Depression.	Franklin	
Delano Roosevelt won the Democratic nomina-
tion and campaigned on a platform of attention to 
“the forgotten man at the bottom of the economic 
pyramid.” Hoover continued to insist it was not 
the government’s job to address the growing 
social crisis. Roosevelt won in a landslide. He 
took office on March 4, 1933, with the declaration 
that “the only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”

It	was	preceded	by	the	so-called	New Era, a 
time of low unemployment when general pros-
perity masked vast disparities in income.”

1. Based on the sentence above, the  
New Era was most likely a time when...
A. Everyone had more money.
B. People didn’t have jobs.
C. The poor made a lot less then the rich.
D. People were very sad.

2. When did the Great Depression begin?
A. The early 1920s
B. The New Era
C. Black Tuesday
D.	 During	WWI

3. Based on the following excerpt, please 
choose the best definition of a shantytown.

 Millions were homeless. Men (and women) 
returned home from fruitless job hunts to 
find their dwellings padlocked and their 
possessions and families turned into the 
street. Many drifted from town to town looking 
for non-existent jobs. Many more lived at the 
edges of cities in makeshift shantytowns 
their residents derisively called Hoovervilles. 
People foraged in dumps and garbage cans 
for food.
A. The areas where President Hoover lived
B. Deprived areas people turned into a place 

to live
C. Suburban Neighborhood
D. Big garbage dumps
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DIRECTIONS
Use a separate sheet of paper if 

necessary to complete 4-6.

4. Summarize in 2-3 sentences what 
happened to people working in America 
when the stock market crashed (causing 
the worth of businesses and investments 
to dramatically decrease.)

5. Who did President Herbert Hoover 
believe was responsible for helping the 
unemployed? Please support your answer 
with at least one piece of supporting 
textual evidence.

6. Why did the unemployed living in 
“makeshift shantotowns” call their living 
areas “Hoovervilles?” Please support 
your answer with at least one piece of 
supporting textual evidence.

ASSIGNMENT 6

DIRECTIONS
Read the following excerpt from BBC 
News from February 2014 and answer 

the questions.

Hollywood Star Shirley Temple 
Dies

With her adorable charm and blonde curls, she 
was one of the most popular stars of the 1930s, 
in hit movies like Bright Eyes and Stand Up and 
Cheer…

Born	in	1928,	Temple	soon	became	a	major	star	
after getting her first film role at the age of three.

Her singing, dancing and acting won over fans 
worldwide. She was given a special juvenile 
Oscar in 1935, when she was just six years old. 
To this day, she is still the youngest person to 
receive an Academy Award.



18 High School Equivalency in the Community 

LESSON 7
Writing

With the nickname “America’s little darling,” she 
was ranked as Hollywood’s biggest draw for four 
years	running	from	1935	to	‘38	in	an	annual	poll	
of US cinema owners.

Her rendition of the song “On the Good Ship 
Lollipop” in the film Bright Eyes was among her 
most famous performances.

	She	was	such	a	hit	that	US	president	Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt dubbed her “Little Miss 
Miracle” for raising morale during the Great De-
pression and she was credited with helping save 
20th	Century	Fox	from	bankruptcy…

	Actress	Whoopi	Goldberg	wrote	on	Twitter:	
“The Good Ship Lollypop has sailed today with 
Shirley Temple aboard,” and described the star 
as a true one of a kind.

Joan	Rivers	tweeted:	“Rest	 in	peace,	Shirley	
Temple	Black.	I	know	that	you’re	sailing	up	and	
away on the Good Ship.”

Film	critic	Leonard	Maltin	wrote:	“One	of	the	most	
talented and brightest stars in the world has gone 
to the sky. A genuine phenomenon.”

Adapted from: www.edcite.com

1. Shirley Temple became famous during...
A. The New Era
B.	 WWI
C.	 WWII
D. The Great Depression

2. Which of the following did Shirley Temple 
NOT do?
A. Raise the country’s morale during tough 

times
B.	 Save	20th	Century	Fox	from	bankruptcy
C. End the economic struggle for the country
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