
JOSEPH’S STORY - READING CONNECTIONS, INC                                         JOHN STORM

This packet is a series of activities that follows the story of Joseph, who now works at Smith Tools in Greensboro, North Carolina.  Zahra is a character who is Joseph’s supervisor.  

These activities are intended for Low and High Beginning ESOL students.  They could be a good refresher for those at the Low Intermediate level, as well.  

The following is a list of the handouts and their underlying English language skills.  Pace the delivery.  Ensure that you model and employ explicit instruction (I do, we do, you) when reading stories and dialogues. We strongly suggest that you supplement these activities with others that address and reinforce the learning of these underlying skills.  Have students replicate the content of the activities but using their own words, using their own sheet of paper.

01) Health flashcards for items #11-19)

Timeframe (expressing time frames of when certain activities are taking place) Followup suggestion:  Have students write or type out their daily activities using this formatting.
Timeframe Story (language from “Timeframe” document is used, but in story form with sequencing words (then, etc.).
Days of the week story and dialogue (days of the week, expressing actions on certain days of the week, Yes/No question/response dialogue in present tense)
Joseph’s Week (days of the week, frequency and duration words, reading comprehension, writing)
Joseph’s Daughter is sick (dialogues, sick at work, using the phone at work, talking to your supervisor)
Joseph’s family. (family members)
Joseph’s family story (reading comprehension story with writing activities using family members vocabulary)
On the phone (simple using the phone and asking if someone is present)
Easy on the phone (same as #8, but shorter dialogues.  One dialogue when reception is bad on the phone)
Joseph’s Family is Sick (dialogues, to be questions with yes/no short answer responses)
A Health Story Words prepares students with vocabulary for… B Joseph Gets Hurt (picture story with accompanying text, comprehension and writing exercises)
Joseph Gets Hurt Sentence Strips (sentence strips of #11 that students will put in order)
What’s the Matter (talking to your doctor; describing pain, injuries; dialogues)
Joseph Gets Hurt 2 (picture story with accompanying text, comprehension and writing exercises)
Joseph Gets Hurt Sentence Strips (sentence strips of #14 that students will put in order)
When Does it Hurt (describing to your doctor the frequency and timing of pain occurring, dialogue, fill in the blank)
Calling Out Sick Requesting Off (dialogues with supervisor at work, calling out sick and requesting off from work)
To Be on the Phone (practicing asking and answering questions on the phone, using the verb To Be in question and short answer response form)
Containers Vocabulary (prepares students with containers vocabulary, practice activities; stresses FOOD vocabulary for activities 20-22) 
Containers Matching (reinforces activity 19)
At Zahra’s Store (dialogue practicing ordering food with a clerk at a grocery store, weight, containers)
Holiday Planning (a comprehensive activity covering food, cooking, weight, and recipe vocabulary; students are given an example holiday party on the first page, and must generate content on the second page to plan for their own holiday party)
Where (short dialogues modeling asking where somebody is. Second page is a matching activity)
Joseph Asking Directions (asking and giving directions for driving; uses actual Greensboro locations)
Joseph’s Village (picture story with accompanying drawing of Joseph’s village in Liberia; students are encouraged to draw their own village.  We strongly encourage the use of Language Experience Approach with both Joseph’s village drawing and the student’s own drawing.)
Past Verbs (comprehensive Present/Past Verb lists with examples.  Ties in nicely with #25, Joseph’s Village.  Have students generate their own story in past tense using this activity).
Workplace hazard photos (Photographs of hazards that can take place at work)
Reporting Problems (dialogues practicing the reporting of problems and safety hazards at work)
Safety at Work - (Mini dialogues expressing immediate dangers at work; Say-it-again lines to practice at work regarding hazards) 

