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Vocabulary 

Reading 

 On the road  

to Literacy... 

The student will develop and demonstrate 

knowledge of vocabulary skills that enhance 

comprehension of a variety of texts. 

© 2014 Reading Connections. All rights reserved.  
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RV1 

LEVEL 2 
Recognize the Correct Meaning                                 

of Multiple-Meaning Words 
 

One stop on the road to literacy… 

© 2014 Reading Connections. All rights reserved.  

The student will recognize the correct meaning of 

multiple-meaning words, sometimes referred to as 

homographs. 

Explain to your student that a good reader knows that a 

word, such as can, can have several meanings. A good 

reader applies the correct meaning that fits the sentence. 

 

 

Materials:  page 86 

Directions:  

Invite your student to read the passage about a young  

baseball player’s dream to himself.  

When he is finished reading silently, ask him to read 

it aloud. 

Then explain to your student that many words in the  

English language have more than one meaning. One such 

word is run which appears five times in the passage.  

Direct your student to look back in the passage and locate 

each sentence in which run is used. Encourage him to 

give its meaning for each sentence. 

The Outcome 

Why Go There? 

How To Get There 

Look for more examples of multiple-meaning words in 

the authentic materials you use with your student. 
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Baseball Dreams 

 Tommy loved baseball. The best thing about  

baseball was being up at bat. Every time Tommy was  

at bat, he dreamed of hitting a home run. He could just 

see himself run from base to base as the crowd cheered 

him on. His mom would be in the crowd, jumping up 

and down so much that she would get a run in her 

stockings. She’d be so proud of him that tears would 

run down her happy face. And the crowd would be so 

wild about him that he might have to run for president! 

Yep, Tommy loved baseball, and baseball dreams. 
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RV2 

LEVEL 2 Use Context Clues to Determine the Meaning 

of an Unknown Word 

One stop on the road to literacy… 
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The student will use context clues to determine the 

meaning of an unknown word. 

Explain to your student that a good reader tries to figure 

out the meaning of an unknown word by looking for clues 

in phrases or other words. 

 

 

The Outcome 

Why Go There? 

How To Get There 

Look for other opportunities for your student to use context clues with               

unknown words when reading authentic materials. 

Materials: pages 79-80 

Directions:   

Tell your student that using words you know in a reading 

passage can help you figure out words you don’t know in 

that same passage.   

Using page 88, use the first practice sentence to model 

how to use context clues to figure out the meaning of the 

underlined word. (Hmm..I don’t know what a winchat is, 

but I do know that birds splash in puddles and fly.  That 

must be what a winchat is).   

Then have her use the context clues provided to determine 

meaning of the rest of the words.  

The student can complete pages 88 and 89 independently.  

Then correct them together, making sure the student is 

comfortable using context clues.   
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1.  Context Clues 

1. After the winchat splashed in the shallow puddle, it flew off to join 

its flock.                                                                                                                                            

   dog                butterfly                bird 

2. All of the guests stayed well after midnight, enjoying the food and 

music during our soiree.                                                                        

  evening party              game               picnic 

3. The jacket made of grogram rubbed a hole through the man’s shirt.    

 hand-woven silk          coarse, stiff fabric              tissue paper                

4. Waking to rime on the lawn in September foretold of an early fall.      

    trash           frost          dew 

5. The gardener knew a snake had been in his garage, for he found the 

dead skin it had sloughed.                                                                      

    shed        eaten        broken into 

6. The hostess was delighted when the food stains came out of her  

holiday napery.                                                                                       

   table linen         oak desk          paper towel 

Directions:  Read each sentence below. Then choose the best definition of the 

underlined word. 



 89 © 2014 Reading Connections. All rights reserved.  

Use Context Clues to Determine the Meaning of an Unknown Word. Level 2:  RV2                                                                       

2.  Context Clues 

1.  Everyone at the baseball game was screaming and shouting, but      

Tracy remained demure.  

                       quiet                 loud               sad 

  

2.  It is obvious Bill and John have enmity towards each other because 

they were seen arguing and fighting.   

     friendship          hatred              caring 

3.  The indolent children expected their parents to clean up their rooms   

while they watched TV. 

       friendly             clean     lazy 

4.  Jenny was taciturn which is the complete opposite of her brother 

who never stops talking.   

                 quiet   tired   lonely 

 

Directions:  Read each sentence below. Then choose the best definition of the 

underlined word. 


