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RWA2 

LEVEL 2 

Identify the Schwa Sound 
 

One stop on the road to literacy… 

The student will identify the schwa sound. 

Explain to your student that a good reader understands 

that many letters represent more than one sound. For     

example, the letter c can be hard, as in candy, or soft, as in 

city. A good reader also understands that one sound can  

be represented by more than one letter. One such sound   

is the schwa, which can be spelled by any vowel.  

Explain to your student that the schwa sound is a very  

common vowel sound in English. The schwa sound is uh 

and can be spelled by any vowel. It is found in unstressed   

syllables. Dictionaries may symbolize the schwa with an 

upside-down e:  ə.  

Below are examples of words with the schwa sound. The 

schwas are underlined. 

about 

frozen 

pencil 

button 

supply 

syringe 
 

Use the following activity to give your student practice in 

identifying the schwa sound. 

The Outcome 

Why Go There? 

How To Get There 
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Identify the Schwa Sound. Level 2:  RWA2                                                                       

Student Directions:  Read each word aloud to your tutor. Place the letter that 

spells the schwa sound in its box. One vowel card will not be used.  

ANSWERS:  1. alone  2. token   3. ago   4. melon   5. family   6. open   7. item   8. travel   9. dinosaur 

10. gasoline   11. tropical   12. jewel   13. idiot 14. humidify  15. descent  16. novel  17. cinema 18. animal 
Tutor Directions:  Beforehand, cut out the vowel cards found on page 129. At the 

tutoring session, set the cards in your student’s work space along with this sheet. 
Answers are at the bottom of the page. 

alone token 

Uh! It’s a Schwa! 

ago melon family 

open item travel dinosaur gasoline 

tropical jewel idiot humidify descent 

novel animal 

14. 

cinema 

1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 

6. 7. 8. 9. 10. 

11. 12. 13. 15. 

16. 17. 18. 
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RWA3 

LEVEL 2 

Identify Silent Consonants 
 

One stop on the road to literacy… 

The student will identify silent consonants. 

Explain to your student that a good reader understands 

that consonant letters can be silent.  

To introduce your student to letter combinations with 

silent consonants, write the word fight on a white board 

or sheet of paper. Invite him to read the word and   

identify the silent consonants. Continue in this manner, 

using words of your choice or words from the list      

below. The silent consonants are underlined for your 

convenience. 

Reinforce the practice with authentic material. For    

example, once you and your student are finished with   

a newspaper article, have him skim the article and mark 

through silent consonants.  

Invite your student to write a short story using some of 

the words he has studied. 

The Outcome 

Why Go There? 

How To Get There 

1. gnat 

2. knife 

3. doubt 

4. ghost 

5. aisle 

6. debt 

7. climb 

8. column 

 9. often 

10. sigh 

11. indict 

12. thumb 

13. plumbing 

14. sign 

15. write 

16. gnome 
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RWA4 

LEVEL 2 

Identify Inflectional Endings 
 

One stop on the road to literacy… 

The student will identify inflectional endings. 

Explain to your student that a good reader identifies      

inflectional endings on words. 

Before assigning your student a reading passage, locate 

a few words with inflectional endings. Invite her to 

read each word. Explain the purpose of the inflectional 

ending. Below is a list of some inflectional endings. 

Include words with inflectional endings in dictation     

sentences. 

Give your student a newspaper article of interest to her. 

Invite her to scan the article and locate words with        

inflectional endings.  

The Outcome 

Why Go There? 

How To Get There 

1. tents 

2. dresses 

3. churches 

4. faxes 

-s and –es 

1. rubbed /d/ 

2. raged /d/ 

3. picked /t/ 

4. kidded /id/ 

-ed 

1. calling 

2. hearing 

3. running 

4. skidding 

-ing 

1. taller 

2. redder 

3. funnier 

4. biggest 

-er and –est 

1. sadly 

2. roughly 

3. wearily 

4. heatedly 

-ly 
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RWA5 

LEVEL 2 

Identify Common Contractions 
 

One stop on the road to literacy… 

The student will identify common contractions. 

Explain to your student that a good reader knows what 

words common contractions stand for. 

Explain to your student that a contraction is one word that 

stands for two. 

Cut out the contraction cards found in the appendix on 

pages 130-133. Use the cards with your student to intro-

duce a few of the contractions and the words they stand 

for. 

Use the cards to play a match-up game or Concentration. 

Include the use of contractions in dictation sentences. 

The Outcome 

Why Go There? 

How To Get There 
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RWA6 

LEVEL 2 

Recognize Simple Prefixes and Suffixes 
 

One stop on the road to literacy… 

The student will recognize simple prefixes and suffixes. 

Explain to your student that a good reader knows the 

meaning of common prefixes and suffixes and applies that 

knowledge to figure out the meaning of unknown words. 

Use the following activities to give your student practice 

in recognizing the meaning of simple prefixes and        

suffixes.  

Reinforce decoding words with the prefixes and suffixes 

listed below as they’re found in authentic materials your 

student is using. 

The Outcome 

Why Go There? 

How To Get There 

Suffix  Meaning 

-er   one who 

-ful  full of 

-less  without 

-ward  direction 

Prefix  Meaning 

un-  not 

dis-  not, opposite  

re-  again 

mid  middle 
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Recognize Simple Prefixes and Suffixes. Level 2:  RWA6                                                                       

Directions:  Read each sentence below to your tutor. Choose  the correct word to 

fill in the blank. 
 

  dis– means not, or the opposite of   Example:  disorder—not in order 

   un– means not   Example:  unhappy—not happy 

  in– means not,   Example:  incomplete—not complete 

The girl failed the test because her answers were ____________________. 

  dislike     incorrect  unhappy 

 

I was so glad my son was ____________________ when he fell from the tree. 

  unhurt     disorder  incomplete 

 

No one likes to be _______________________. 

  distaste     unpopular  informal 

 

Dinner is going to be _______________ , so don’t get dressed up. 

  dislike     unhappy  informal 

 

I was surprised to find out the new boy is ______________. He tells many lies. 

  incorrect     dishonest  disorder 

 

It was __________________ to tell Sue she was stupid. 

  unkind     unknown  dislike 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

1.  Prefixes 
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Recognize Simple Prefixes and Suffixes. Level 2:  RWA6                                                                       

Directions:  Read each sentence below to your tutor. Choose which the correct 

word to fill in the blank. 
 

  re– means again   Example:  redo—do again 

   mid– means middle   Example:  midnight—middle of the night 

   

If I can’t find my pills, I will have to get a ______________. 

  midpill     refill   restore 

 

My children love watching ___________________ on TV. 

  midshows     recovers  reruns 

 

I was ______________ through the book when I lost it. 

  midread     midway  retied 

 

When we were _______________, the pilot announced we’d have to turn 

around and return to Dallas. 

  midflight     midplane  reflight 

 

This take-out dinner tastes like it has been ___________ four times! 

  reheated     midcooked  refolded 

 

Let’s not meet too early. How is ____________ for you? 

  midway     redone  midday 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

2.  Prefixes 
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Recognize Simple Prefixes and Suffixes. Level 2:  RWA6                                                                       

Directions:  Read each sentence below to your tutor. Choose the correct word to 

fill in the blank. 
 

  -er  means one who   Example:  teacher—one who teaches 

   -ful means full of   Example:  joyful—full of joy 

  -less means without   Example:  tireless—without tiring 

  -ward means direction   Example:  upward—in the direction up   

My son loves to paint and wants to be a ____________when he grows up. 

  painter   paintful paintward 

 

I enjoy horseback riding, but I’m not a very good ____________. 

  rider  rideful rideless 

 

Be very __________________ picking up the broken pieces of glass. 

  carer  careful           careless 

 

Look ________________ to see the sun set. 

  westless westward westful 

 

My 87 year-old-mother is young looking. She seems to be _____________. 

  ager  ageless ageward 

 

Watching sunsets from the deck of a boat must be very ________________. 

  peaceful     peaceward  peaceless 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

3.  Suffixes 



 62 © 2014 Reading Connections. All rights reserved.  

D
is

ti
n

g
u

is
h

 S
y

ll
a
b

le
s 

in
 W

o
rd

s 

RWA7 

LEVEL 2 

Distinguish Syllables in Words 
 

One stop on the road to literacy… 

The student will distinguish syllable in words. 

Explain to your student that a good reader uses his 

knowledge of syllables to figure out unknown words. 

Use the following activities to give your student practice 

in distinguishing syllables in words. 

The Outcome 

Why Go There? 

How To Get There 
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Distinguish Syllables in Words. Level 2:  RWA7                                                                       

Tutor Directions:  Explain to your student that a syllable is one or a series of 

speech sounds. A word is made up of one syllable, as in the word I, or more than 

one, as in the word cover. Every syllable has a vowel sound. For practice in   

hearing syllables, read each word below to your student. Instruct her to repeat   

the word, clap out the syllables, and tell you how many syllables are in the word. 

Use the example: puddle, clapping for pud and dle.  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

 

bro  ken 

wig  gle 

snow  flake 

clean  er 

tu  lip 

cloth 

tu  na 

grass  es 

light  ly 

lamp 

hap  py 

in  form 

mu  si  cal 

child  ish  ly 

co  lo  ni  al 

Listen for the Break 
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Distinguish Syllables in Words. Level 2:  RWA7                                                                      

Rule:  Divide a word with two like consonants between the two consonants.  

Example:  hap py  

k i t t en  

b igges t  

nappe t  

banner  

rubber  

bu l l e t  

ma t t e r  

nevv in  

a t t i c  

s l ippe r  

snappy  

t a s s in  

ha mme r  

swa l low  

webb len  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

Tutor Directions:  Teach your student the rule above. Then, write each word    

below on a white board or separate sheet of paper. Ask your student to read 

each word, identify it as a real word or nonsense word, and draw a swooping 

line to show where the word is divided into syllables. If your student doesn’t 

know a word, show him how dividing the word into syllables makes decoding 

easier.  

Double Consonant Divide 
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Distinguish Syllables in Words. Level 2:  RWA7                                                                     

Rule:  Divide a compound word between the two words.  

Example:  eye ball  

a i rb rush  

f reewa y  

bagp ipe  

ca mpground  

g reenhorn  

ca t f i sh  

sky l ine  

cowl ick  

topsa i l  

c rackup  

d ru ms t i ck  

ou tpos t  

ya rds t i ck  

seaweed  

payro l l  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

bu t t e rcup  

p ineapp le  

road runner  

cubbyho le  

p i l lowcase  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

Challenge! 
Three-Syllable Words 

Tutor Directions:  Teach your student the rule above. Then, write each word    

below on a white board or separate sheet of paper. Ask your student to read 

each word and draw a swooping line to divide the word into syllables. If your      

student doesn’t know a word, show him how dividing the word into syllables 

makes  decoding easier.  
 

Compound Word Divide 
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Distinguish Syllables in Words. Level 2:  RWA7                                                                       

Rule:  Divide a word with an affix (prefix or suffix) between the root word and 

the affix.  

Examples:  un made          sad ly  

r epa in t  

mi dwa y  

ca re fu l  

d i sco rd  

in t ac t  

d i s l ike  

unc lean  

re s t l e s s  

r edo  

mi dn igh t  

t eache r  

joyfu l  

no r thward  

unk ind  

l i f t e r  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

i nco r rec t  

i n fo rme r  

unhappy  

d i sconnec t  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

Challenge! 
Three-Syllable Words 

Tutor Directions:  Teach your student the rule above. Then, write each word    

below on a white board or separate sheet of paper. Ask your student to read 

each word and draw a swooping line to divide the word into syllables. If your      

student doesn’t know a word, show him how dividing the word into syllables 

makes  decoding easier.  
 

Root Word Divide 
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Distinguish Syllables in Words. Level 2:  RWA7                                                                       

mus i c  

ma son  

ho te l  

f ina l  

zeb ra  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

v i ru s  

s i l en t  

g ravy  

f rozen  

p i lo t  

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

Tutor Directions:  Teach your student the rule above. Then, follow the directions 

found at the top of the page. 
 

Short Vowel Divide 
Rule:  Divide a word after a single consonant if the vowel is short. 

Example:  cov er  

l e mon  

shove l  

v i s i t  

s a l ad  

van i sh  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

t a l en t  

mode l  

p resen t  

love r  

ca me l  

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

Tutor Directions:  Teach your student the rule above. Then, write each word    

below on a white board or separate sheet of paper. Ask your student to read 

each word and draw a swooping line to divide the word into syllables. If your      

student doesn’t know a word, show him how dividing the word into syllables 

makes decoding easier.  

Rule:  If a single vowel is surrounded by consonants, divide after the vowel.  

Read the word to be sure it makes sense .  If not, see the rule below.   
Example:  o ver 

Long Vowel Divide 
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Distinguish Syllables in Words. Level 2:  RWA7                                                                       

Tutor Directions:  Review the rules for dividing syllables with the examples    

below. Refer to pages 64-67 if needed.  
                    

    f o l l o w (between two-like consonants) 

    b ack l ash (between compound words) 

    uncu t (between root word and prefix) 

    wes tward (between root word and suffix) 

    mo te l (after long vowel) 

    b an i s h (after short vowel) 

mode l  

c ra t e r  

ca r ry  

bookbag  

tox in  

d i suse  

t ea r fu l  

nove l  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

Write each word below on a white board or separate sheet of paper. Ask your 

student to read each word and draw a swooping line to divide the word into         

syllables. If your student doesn’t know a word, show him how dividing the 

word into syllables makes decoding easier.  
 

f in i sh  

g l ac i e r  

p reache r  

r e loca te  

unpopped  

yode le r  

no r thward ly  

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

Mixed Review 
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Distinguish Syllables in Words. Level 2:  RWA7                                                                       

Rule:  If a word ends with a consonant and –le, divide before the consonant. 

Example:  table  
 

t e mp le  

cab le  

bubb le  

s a mple  

l ad le  

wi f f l e  

gagg le  

p i mp l e  

t a s s l e  

g igg le  

pu rp le  

ab le  

f u mble  

bung le  

bug le  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

Tutor Directions:  Teach your student the rule above. Then, write each word    

below on a white board or separate sheet of paper. Ask your student to read 

each word and draw a swooping line to divide the word into syllables. If your      

student doesn’t know a word, show him how dividing the word into syllables 

makes  decoding easier.  
 

-le Divide 
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Distinguish Syllables in Words. Level 2:  RWA7                                                                       

Rule:  If a word has two middle consonants, divide between the two unless 

they are blends or digraphs (ch, sh, th, wh, or ph).  

Example:  basket  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

w indow  

lan te rn  

cu r t a in  

n in ja  

r a sca l  

t u rbo  

t a rge t  

d i sco  

ba r t e r  

d i s t an t  

ca r ton  

can teen  

ha rpoon  

t e mper  

r a mpage  

Tutor Directions:  Teach your student the rule above. Then, write each word    

below on a white board or separate sheet of paper. Ask your student to read 

each word and draw a swooping line to divide the word into syllables. If your      

student doesn’t know a word, show him how dividing the word into syllables 

makes  decoding easier.  

Consonant Divide 
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Distinguish Syllables in Words. Level 2:  RWA7                                                                       

c ra t e r  

s i mp le  

d i s mis s  

unwr i t t en  

ba r t ende r  

coas t l ine  

mo t ion  

tu mbl e  

d i f f e r  

mi dd le  

con fe r  

cance r  

p l a t fo rm 

ou t f i e ld  

luggage  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

k i t t y  

roa r ing  

t r ave l  

unde r  

b lowp ipe  

ma jo r  

p l ane t  

r e s t l e s s  

wigwa m 

es say  

indecen t  

de mon  

ru mble  

t ande m 

paperback  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

knapsack  

t r appe r  

unea r th  

ma rke t  

ho te l  

La t in  

p rog ra m  

unsh r ink ing  

s i l en t ly  

wi re l e s s  

incu mben t  

th i mb l e  

r ecover  

b l ackber ry  

ra t t l e snake  

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 5. 

 6. 

 7. 

 8. 

 9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

Session 1 Session 2 Session 3 

Tutor Directions:  Write each word below on a white board or separate sheet 

of paper. Ask your student to read each word and draw a swooping line to      

divide  the word into syllables. If your student doesn’t know a word, show him 

how dividing the word into syllables makes decoding easier.  
 

Mixed Review 


