Lesson 6

Knowledge Rating Scale 

	
Vocabulary Word
	
I’ve never heard this word before.
	I’ve heard this word, but I don’t know what it means.
	I know this word…it has something to do with…
	I know the meaning of this word.

	console

	
	
	
	

	ferocious

	
	
	
	

	jeer

	
	
	
	

	somber

	
	
	
	

	tower

	
	
	
	





Vocabulary Words 

	Vocabulary Word
	Definition 
	Part of Speech
	Synonym
	Antonym

	console
	to make someone feel less sadness or disappointment
	verb
	cheer up, comfort, soothe
	depress

	ferocious
	very fierce or violent
	adjective
	vicious, cruel, brutal, intense
	gentle

	jeer
	to laugh at or criticize someone in a loud and angry way
	verb
	boo, hiss, heckle, taunt
	applaud

	somber
	very sad or serious
	adjective
	sober 
	cheerful

	tower
	to be much taller than someone or something
	verb
	soar
	







Examples

	Word
	Example

	console
	When my daughter’s trip got cancelled, I tried to console her. I tried to make her feel less sadness and disappointment. When there is an accident in a family, family members often console each other. They try to make each other feel less sadness.
Tell me about a time when you had to console someone or someone consoled you?

	ferocious
	The wind can sometimes be very ferocious. It can be very fierce or violent, especially when it blows hard enough to blow down trees. Some people have ferocious tempers. Their tempers are very fierce and violent.
What are some other things that are ferocious?

	jeer
	I don’t like to go to ball games when the crowd jeers the visiting team. They laugh at or criticize the visiting team in a loud and angry way. I also don’t like it if some jeers at me. I don’t like it when I am laughed at or criticized in a loud and angry way. The jeer of the crowd is sometimes deafening.
Can you recall a time when you were around when people were jeering?

	somber
	When I look at pictures from the Holocaust, I become very somber--very sad and serious. Funerals are often very somber. They are often very sad and serious.
Can you think of a time that you were somber?

	tower
	My son towers over me. He is much taller than I am. The Washington Monument in Washington, D.C., towers over all the other monuments. It is taller than all the other monuments.
Can you give me an example of something that towers over something else?

















Fill in the Blank

	console
	ferocious
	jeer
	somber
	tower



1. When the criminal suspect was found not guilty, the victim’s family all began to ____________ at him in the courtroom and had to be removed.

2. When her 3-year-old daughter disappeared at the mall, nothing could ______________ the young mother until the little girl was found.

3. As soon as my son hit sixteen years old, his growth caused him to _____________ over me.

4. The mother bear let out a __________________ roar when people got near her cubs.

5. When news of the plant closing down had spread to all the employees, the atmosphere was very ________________ for the rest of the day.


Sentence Completion

1. I think the most ferocious animal I’ve ever seen is a ____________________________.

2. A person I know who towers over most other people is __________________________.

3. I felt very somber when __________________________.

4. In the past, I have had to console someone when __________________________.

5. A place I have seen a jeering crowd of people is__________________________.


Yes, No, Why?

1. Have you ever had to console someone who was very somber?

2. Do you become more ferocious or somber when people jeer at you?


Read and Respond

Androcles and the Lion – (Internet printout-Aesop’s Fables. Grade Level 4. See reading passage on the following page.)

1. Why do you think Androcles may have felt somber when he entered the cave and lay down?

2. Why was the ferocious roar of the lion different from what Androcles expected?

3. Why was the crowd in the arena jeering at Androcles?

Androcles and the Lion
Aesop Fable as retold by Dr. Mike Lockett, The Normal Storyteller
A long time ago people thought it was okay for one group of people to make servants of other people. They called these servant people slaves. One slave was named Androcles. He had been a slave for many years and had served his master loyally.  He had never tried to run away or escape to find his freedom. But, one day, his master began to treat him badly. The master became disagreeable and began to eat Androcles often. Androcles decided to run away. He left the city and ran away to the country where he hoped to hide from his cruel master. He lived for a time by eating wild grapes, seeds from plants, and wild berries. But, as he moved farther from the city, he entered a thick forest. There he could find no food and became very hungry. Androcles felt as though he was going to starve to death. He crawled into a cave and lay down on the floor. He was so tired and so hungry that he didn't care if he lived or died.
Androcles had just fallen asleep when he heard a growl. He looked up and saw a huge lion limping into the cave. It was roaring. The poor slave was afraid and had no way to escape. He thought the beast would kill him. But, the lion did not kill Androcles. It limped over to the side of the cave and lay on the floor and roared in pain. The slave watched as the lion held up one paw and tried to bite at it. The animal had something stuck in its foot and could not move without pain. Androcles sat still for a while. Then he got courageous and walked to where the lion lay on its side. He reached down and gently picked up the lion's paw. The lion roared in pain, but it did not try to hurt the slave. Androcles saw that a long and sharp thorn was stuck into the ball of the lion's foot. He grabbed the end of the thorn with his fingers and pulled with all his might. The thorn came loose, and Androcles fell backwards across the cave.
The lion had roared fiercely as the thorn was torn from his foot and leaped to his feet. It stood leaning over the slave. The slave closed his eyes expecting the lion to eat him. But instead, the lion simply licked his face like a puppy dog would lick the face of a little boy or girl. Then the lion laid down again on its side and cried some more. Its foot was still swollen and hurt. Androcles left the cave to gather wet moss and wrapped the lion's foot to help it continue healing. He brought the lion water to drink and watched over it until it was better. This was the start of a great friendship.
Shortly after, the lion left the cave and came back with a rabbit and laid it at Androcles' feet. The slave knew that his new friend the lion had brought him something to eat. Androcles built a fire towards the mouth of the cave and cooked the rabbit. He ate half and gave half to his new friend, the lion. Day after day, the lion and the slave walked the woods together, hunting and playing together like two friends.
But one day as Androcles walked into the woods alone, he met a company of soldiers. They recognized that he was an escaped slave and took him back to the city. The punishment was severe in Rome for slaves who ran away. His master demanded the harshest punishment for Androcles. The slave was taken to be locked up in a jail cell at the arena. The arena was a place where thousands of people came to watch races and sports. It was also a place where people came to see terrible punishments be given to criminals like runaway slaves.
A lion was caught and locked up without food. The authorities were going to feed the slave to the hungry lion. Androcles was let out of his cell and shoved into the open arena. He looked around and saw crowds of people laughing at him and waiting for the hungry lion to be released.
A roar went up from the crowd as a gate opened and a lion rushed into the arena. The lion roared in anger. It was hungry, and there was something to eat in the middle of the arena. That something was really someone. That someone was Androcles. The lion rushed at him and jumped into the air. It landed at Androcles' feet and reached up to put its face next to his. Then it stuck out its tongue to give the slave's face a big lick. The lion was his friend. It was the same lion that he had helped earlier. Androcles put his arms around the lion's neck and gave it a big hug. Then he rubbed its head and, when it turned over, he scratched its belly.
The people had expected to see the man get eaten and could not understand what was happening. They demanded to know why the lion had not eaten the man. "I am a man," said Androcles. "Yet you treated me badly and made me your servant. I helped the lion, and he has become my friend. He treats me better than people have treated me. We love each other like brothers."
[bookmark: _GoBack]The people felt sorry that Androcles had been treated badly. They demanded that he be set free, so Androcles was let go. He was given his freedom. The lion was also released. It became the pet of Androcles, and the two lived together as friends for many years.
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